
{Insert Date}


{Insert Decision Maker Name & Address}


Re: COVID-19 Vaccine Prioritization for People with Type 1 Diabetes (T1D)

Dear {Decision Maker}:
As one of the estimated {XX,XXX} people in {insert state} living with type 1 diabetes (T1D), {I / we} respectfully ask you to include people with T1D into {insert phase} of the vaccine allocation framework for distributing the COVID-19 vaccine.
{I / We} applaud the healthcare workers, research scientists and so many others who have helped our community during this pandemic and are now bringing us life-saving vaccines. {I / We} strongly support the initial prioritization of healthcare personnel and residents and staff of long-term care facilities, and also urge decision makers to prioritize health equity in their vaccine distribution plans, given the disparate impact COVID-19 has had on people of color in the United States.
[bookmark: _GoBack]That said, today {I / we} want to draw attention to the latest research, which shows COVID-19 has taken a significant toll on the diabetes community. A recent study conducted at Vanderbilt University shows that people who contract COVID-19 and have diabetes – whether type 1 or type 2 – have three to four times higher risk of severe illness and hospitalization, compared to people without diabetes[footnoteRef:1]. Additional research shows that even young, otherwise healthy patients with T1D who become infected with COVID-19 remain at an increased risk for poor outcomes, such as hospitalization due to diabetic ketoacidosis (DKA), which is a life-threatening complication of the disease. In a multicenter study by the T1D Exchange, 47% of patients with T1D who were hospitalized with COVID-19 had DKA.[footnoteRef:2] In England, a Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology study found that being admitted to a critical-care hospital unit, or dying, was more than twice as likely for patients with T1D.[footnoteRef:3] [1: 1 COVID-19 Severity is Tripled in the Diabetes Community: A Prospective Analysis of the Pandemic’s Impact in Type 1 & Type 2 Diabetes]  [2:  COVID-19 Hospitalization in Adults with Type 1 Diabetes: Results from the T1D Exchange Multicenter Surveillance Study ]  [3:  Associations of type 1 and type 2 diabetes with COVID-19 related mortality in England: a whole population study] 

The national office of JDRF continues to be in direct contact with leadership at U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to present these and other findings, requesting prioritization and re-categorization for those living with T1D. The CDC responded that they would review this information as their guidance to states continues to evolve. 
Given the higher risks of severe illness and hospitalization from COVID-19, {I /we} join the chorus of others in urging you to prioritize access to the COVID-19 vaccine for those living with T1D.
Thank you for considering our request, and for your leadership during this public health crisis. Please contact me {insert name / contact info / city} with any questions on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 
{insert name}
